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CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5345 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, MMOL, LE 

SUBJECT: ARMS EXPORT APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE CONSIGNEES IN 
TER ANON 

REF: STATE 081964, DTG 102047ZAPR75 

1 . WE HAVE POLLOWING COMMENT ON POSSIBLE END USE OP 
COLT .45 CALIBER AUTO PISTOLS, MAGAZINES AND AMMUNITION 
INTENDED POR EXPORT TO SARKIS SOGHANALIAN, UNITED 
INDUSTRIES, BEIRUT. 

2. SOGHANALIAN IS COLT INDUSTRIES AGENT IN LEBANON. 

AS SUCH, HE IS INVOLVED IN ALL COLT ARMS SALES TO GOL 
(INCLUDES ARMY AND INTERNAL SECURITY PORCES) AND IN 
RETAIL SALES TO PRIVATE CITIZENS. HE HAS EASY AND 
PREQUENT ACCESS TO G-2 LEB ARMY AND LEADERS OP KATAEB 
AND NATIONAL LIBERAL POLITICAL PARTIES, TWO LEADING 
CHRISTIAN PARTIES IN LEBANON. BOTH OF THESE PARTIES 
HAVE ACTIVE MILITIA. 

3. WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT NONE OP SUBJECT HAND 
GUNS WILL GO TO PALESTINIANS. CONVERSELY, GIVEN 
SOGHANALIAN'S CONTACTS, WE ARE EQUALLY CERTAIN THAT 
SOME, IP NOT ALL, OF HAND GUNS WILL END UP IN LEBANESE 
CHRISTIAN HANDS. HOWEVER, CONSIDERING BASICALLY DEPEN- 
SIVE NATURE OP HAND GUNS, WE DO NOT PIND THIS PARTICULAR- 
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LY ALARMING AND DOUBT THAT THEIR IMPORTATION WOULD 
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FUEL CONFESSIONAL ARMS RACE IN LEBANON. 

GODLEY 
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